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Plain  and  Seasonable 


A  D  D  R  E  S  Sy  &c. 


1  'HERE  is  fcarce  any  evil,  natural 
-it  01  rr!oral>  but  has  had  its  admirers 
and  advocates  :  even  thofe  that  feem  mod: 
abhorrent  to  human  nature,  fueh  as  poverty 
and  difgrace,  difeafe  and  pain,  have  been 
laviilily  commended  by  tome,  and  volunta¬ 
rily  embraced  by  others.  How  many  ma?-* 
nhhcent  temples  have  been  erected  of  old 
to  the  feveral  Vices  ?  and  how  many  Vota- 
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ries  are  there,  even  at  this  day,  ready  to 
offer  up  their  humble  and  ardent  adoration 
to  them  ?  The  mo  ft  contemptible  and  ab- 
jed  of  all  qualities,  which  is  Folly,  can 
boaft  of  a  celebrated  Admirer,  who  has  a- 
dorned  her  in  all  the  graces  of  wit  and  elo¬ 
quence.  There  is  but  one  evil  unoei  the 
fun,  and  that  is  Fadion,  in  whofe  favour 
no  champion  has  hitherto  entered  the  lifts  : 
and  this  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  fuch 
a  number  of  ingenious  perfons  have,  in  all 
ages  of  the  world,  been  handed  up  by  her 
to  the  higheft  feat  of  honour  and  prefer-  . 
ment.  That  not  one  of  fhefe  fpiighther 
Wits  fhould  ftep  forth,  and  vindicate  his  Pa- 
tronefs  from  thofe  foul  afperfions,  which 
the  duller  and  groffer  part  of  mankind  have 
thrown  upon  her,  is  the  ftrongeft  proof 
that  can  be  given,  of  the  bafenefs  and  in¬ 
gratitude  of  human  nature.  I  go  not  dc- 
fpair,  however,  but  that  fome  time  or 
other,  flie  will  have  ample  juftice  done 
her ;  and  that  we  fhall  fee  as  fpirited  and 
ingenious  an  encomium  upon  Fadion,  as 
the  celebrated  Erafmus  has  given  us  upon 
Folly,  What  induces  me  more  particularly 
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to  this  opinion  is,  that  one  of  the  moil  ad¬ 
mired  and  popular  Geniufes  of  the  prefent 
age,  has  frequently  been  extravagant  in  her 
praifes  :  not  indeed  in  a  plain,  blunt,  pofi- 
tive  manner,  for  that  would  be  fulfome  and 
aukward  j  but  by  drong  and  frequent  inu~ 
endoes,  which,  however  delicate,  were  too 
intelligible  to  be  midaken.  As  a  proof  of 
what  I  am  now  advancing,  I  beg  leave  to 
in  dance  his  late  remarkable  fpeech  in  an  il~ 
lujlrious  ajj'embly ;  which  could  be  made  for 
no  other  reafon,  but  to  throw  every  thing 
into  condition,  and,  by  that  means,  ferve 
the  intereds  of  Fadlion  in  the  mod  effectual 
manner.  I  would  not  here  be  mifunder- 
dood,  as  if  I  meant  to  affirm,  that  he  was 
defirous  of  ferving  any  of  thofe  fa&ions, 
which  at  prefent  unhappily  didradt  this 
kingdom.  No  ! — He  feems  to  have  fhaken 
hands  fairly  with  them  all,  and  they  with 
him.  Undaunted,  and  alone,  he  dands 
upon  his  own  bottom  and,  like  another 
Atlas,  fupports  upon  his  fhoulders  the 
whole  American  world.  It  is  a  glorious 
fight,  to  fee  a  man  of  his  age  and  infirmi¬ 
ties,  drip  od'  all  little  prejudices,  and  par- 
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tial  affections  for  this  or  that  country  ;  and 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fet  of  brave 
and  refolute  fellows  ;  who,  roufed  by  the 
noble  fpirit  of  Liberty,  are  determined  to 
burft  afunder  thofe  artificial  (hackles,  which 
human  wifdom  has  invented,  to  cramp  the 
free  and  generous  mind,  and  affert  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  nature.  How  un- 
ch  ari table  is  it  to  impute  this  behaviour  of 
his  to  a  love  of  popularity,  and  a  defire  of 
ingrafting  himfelf  in  the  affections  of 'a 
mob  ?  This,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  has  hi¬ 
therto  been  his  darling  pafiion  ;  it  has  been 
the  polar  Jlar ,  by  which  he  lias  regularly 
fleer’d  his  courfe  through  the  voyage  of 
life.  To  fecure  this  ineftimable  jewel,  more 
precious  to  him  than  the  fabulous  bags  of 
wind  to  the  provident  Ulyffes,  how  has 
he  watch’d  and  toiled,  ranted  and  roared, 
bullied  and  bluftered !  He  has  made  bis 
very  difeafes  themfelves  fubfervient  to  this 
great  end  ;  and  has  either  put  them  on,  or 
th  town  them  off,  as  he  found  moil  conve- 

L 

nient  and  neceffarv.  Who  can  forget  the 
grotefque  figure  that  he  made,  when  he 
was  brought,  packed  up  in  flannel,  to  fup- 
■  ■  port 


i 

f 


port  the  tottering  liberties  of  his  country  ? 

There  never  fure  was  a  happier  drefs  in¬ 
vented,  for  routing  the  paffions,  and  mov- 
ing  the  pity  of  his  audience,  than  this 
woollen  wrapper;  which  was  far  more  - 
graceful,  exprefiive,  and  eloquent,  than  the 
flowing  robe  of  Tully,  or  the  bleeding  man¬ 
tle  of  Caefar.  But  though  popularity  has  hi- 

•  A  ^ 

therto  been  the  foie  dear  idol  of  his  foul,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that,  on  a  late  occafion , 
his  views  were  more  extenfive  and  noble. 

Wild  and  enthufiatlic  as  his  paffion  for  ap- 
plaufe  may  be,  it  could  never  hurry  him  on 
to  fuch  amazing  lengths,  as  thofe,  to  which 
he  was  lately  tranfported.  No! — To  fet  at 
nought  the  laws  of  his  country;  to  ridicule 
the  whole  body  of  flatutes,  as  mufty  and 
obfolete ;  to  fight  one  faftion  againtt  an- 
other,  and  confound  them  both  ;  to  degrade 

'V  $ 

the  dignity  of  p - ,  and  rob  the 

crown  of  its  deareft  ievvel  ;  to  throw  the 
whole  kingdom  into  the  utmoft  confufion 
and  perplexity ; — this,  methinks,  was  the 
work  of  a  matter,  and  worthy  of  Cromwell 
himfelf.  The  Mighty  Patriot  has  not  yet 
difcovered  enough  of  his  plan,  for  us  to  de¬ 
termine 


^ermine  exadlly  what  he  intends  by  fuch 
unaccountable  behaviour;  whether  to  re¬ 
duce  this  diffracted  country  to  the  laft  ex¬ 
tremity  of  diffrefs,  and  then  ftep  in  as  per¬ 
petual  dictator ;  or  to  tranfport  himfelf  to 
America,  and  head  the  deluded  coloniffs, 
whom  he  has  encouraged  to  rebellion.  If 
this  latter  is  the  cafe,  I  heartily  wifh  him  a 
fafe  voyage ;  for  if  Britain  gives  up  her 
power  of  taxing  the  Colonies,  what  does  it 
Jignify  to  whom  they  belong  ?  fo  far  from 
being  an  advantage  to  the  Mother  Country, 
tney  will  become  her  greateft  burden;  as 
they  will  referable,  in  the  body  politic, 
wnat  wens  and  impofehumes  are,  in  the 
body  natural ;  which  draw  to  them  a  difpro- 
portionate  tnare  of  the  blood  and  juices, 
without  affording  in  return  the  lead;  fupport 
or  nourishment.  Con  fide  red  in  this  light, 
they  are  no  other  than  excrefcences ;  that 
while  they  belong  to  us,  muff;  inevitably 
weaken  and  impoverifh  us ;  and  had  better 

be  cut  off  entirely,  than  retain  fo  unnatural 
an  union. 

The 
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The  encreafe  of  territory  to  Great  Britain; 
in  America,  fince  the  peace,  has  made  it 
neceflary  for  feven  thoufand  mors  forces  to 
be  kept  up  there,  than  were  before  the  war; 
the  expence  of  maintaining  which,  amounts 
to  above  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
Add  to  this,  the  enormous  fum  of  above 
fifty  millions,  expended  in  protecting  her 
from  the  common  enemy  ;  who  would  have 
put  the  bit  ©f  flavery  in  her  mouth,  and 
have  loaded  her  with  burthens,  too  heavy 
to  be  borne.  Bdides  this,  fhe  has  expe¬ 
rienced  every  kindnefs  and  indulgence  in 
her  manufactories  and  commerce,  which  it 
was  polliblc  for  the  moft  tender  parent  to 
afford.  Need  I  mention  the  bounties  that 
have  been  granted  on  Hemp,  Flax,  Tim¬ 
ber,  Indico,  and  feveral  other  Commodi¬ 
ties  ?  And  what  return  has  been  required 
for  all  thefe  weighty  obligations  ?  A  lum  not 
exceeding  fixty  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
levied  -upon  the  moft  able  and  opulent,  in 
the  gentleft  manner,  and  at  the  propereft 
feafons.  There  might  be  forne  caufe  to 
complain  (though  it  would  even  then  be 
ungrateful)  if  the  tax  was  either  in  itfelf, 

or 
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or  in  the  mode  of  colle&ing  it,  burthen- 
fome  and  oppreflive;  if  it  impeded  trade, 
if  it  fell  upon  the  common  neceffaries  of 
.life,  or  was  impofed  on  the  poor  and  labour¬ 
ing  part  of  the  people.  But  the  very  reverfc 
of  this  is  manifeft  in  every  particular  •,  and 
therefore  it  cannot  be  the  tax  itfelf  that  they 
object  to,  but  to  the  power  of  taxation, 
which  the  Mother  Country  aflumes  over 
the  Colonies.  They  look  upon  This  as  a 
proper  opportunity  to  aflert  their  independ- 
ance  and  freedom  :  they  know  that  Britain 
is  exhaufted  both  in  men  and  money  :  that 
every  nerve  and  fibre  was  drained,  to  carry 
on  the  late  war ;  and  that  they  cannot  be 
fixetched  any  further,  without  the  utmoft 
danger  of  breaking.  Ungrateful  America,  to 
forget  that  it  was  upon  Her  account,  that 
Britain  has  driven  herfelf  to  this  extremity 
of  diflrefs,  to  protect  her  in  the  enjoyment  of 
her  rights  and  privileges !  The  late  war  did 
not  only  begin  in  America,  but  it  was  the 
foie  object  which  Britain  had  in  view,  du- 
ring  feven  years  expence  of  blood  and  trea- 
fure.  How  ungenerous  and  bafe  is  it,  there¬ 
fore,  when  her  liberties  are  fecured,  and 
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peac?  reftored,  to  endeavour  to  throw  oft 
■all  obedience  and  lubjedion !  It  is  not  the 
Stamp  A3  which  has  occafioned  thefe  riots 
and  tumults  in  the  colonies ;  no— this  is 
only  a  pretence  or  fubterfuge.  Bolt  the 
matter  to  the  bran,  and  you  will  find  that 
the  real  grievance,  the  true  and  ultimate 
objed  of  complaint,  is,  the  Act  of  Navi¬ 
gation  ;  and  it  is  to  rid  themfelves  of  this 
burden,  that  they  are  now  in  a  ftate  of  re¬ 
volt  and  rebellion.  If  they  fucceed  in  their 
attempt  to  terrify  and  force  the  legifiaturs 
of  Great-Britain  to  repeal  the  Stanp^  A3 ; 
the  very  next  fiep  they  will  take,  and  tney 
are  paving  the  way  to  it,  will  be  to  rejed 
the  A3  of  Navigation,  which  bounds  and 
circumfcribes  their  commerce.  This  is  the 
true  point  of  light,  in  which  the  feditious 
behaviour  of  the  Americans  ought  to  be 
confidered  ;  and  cor.fidered  in  this  light,  it 
would  be  a  martc  of  extreme  infatuation  or 
madnefs,  to  yield  that  to  their  fury,  which 
their  fober  reafon  could  neither  exped,  nor 
demand.  Away  withthofe  idle,  half-witted 
politicians,  who  make  no  more  difficulty 
of  repealing  the  Stamp- A3,  than  of  re¬ 
pealing  the  few  Bill ;  anu  think  that  tiie 

C  nation 
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nation  would  be  no  more  affected  by  the 
one,  than  it  was  by  the  other  !  The  queflion 
is  not  whether  the  kingdom  would  be  ru¬ 
ined  by  repealing  an  Aci  of  Parliament ;  but 
whether  it  is  confident  with  the  dignity  of 
the  Britifli  legiflature,  or  the  peace,  credit, 
and  welfare  of  this  country,  to  repeal  an  Act , 
the  authority  of  which  has  been  queftioned, 
and  the  execution  of  it  oppofed  with  open 
force  and  violence.  If  the  Americans  sain 
their  point  by  fucb  tumultuous  condudf,  can 
it  be  imagined  that  they  will  ever  fubmit 
hereafter  to  any  other  duties,  or  impofi- 
tions,  w'hich  the  exigency  of  future  times 
may  think  expedient  and  neceflary  ?  The 
right  of  taxation  is  included  in  the  very  idea 
of  fovereignty  ;  and  it  is  jmpoffible  that  they 
can  refill  it,  with  the  leaf!  colour  of  reafon, 
without  declaring,  in  the  m  .ft  plain  and 
dired  manner,  that  they  are  determined  to 
call  oft  all  dependance  and  fubjedlion. 

Indeed,  if  the  Mother  Country  has  no 
right  to  tax  the  Colonies,  her  power  over 
them  is  merely  ideal  ;  and  every  acquisition 
of  territory  is,  in  this  cafe,  no  better  than 
the  empty  polTeflion  of  a  fjbadow  or  a 

phantom. 
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phantom.  Nay,  one  may  go  farther,  and 
aflert,  that  fo  far  from  being  any  advantage, 
it  is  a  real  and  a  folid  grievance  :  and  all 
that  Britain  has  been  doing,  by  a  long, 
bloody,  and  expenfive  war,  was  only  to 
vindicate  her  right  to  dominions,  under  the 
burden  of  which  (he  will  groan  and  totter, 
,as  Tarpeia  did  under  the  weight  of  thofe 
very  lpoils  and  trophies,  which  lire  herfelf 
had  de  fired.  But  the  Right  of  Taxation 
cannot  be  ferioufly  denied,  even  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  themfelves,  though  it  may  be  refitted,. 
I  am  aware  that  there  are  Reflations  of  the 
feveral  aflemblies,  which  call  in  queftioi). 
the  authority  of  the  Mother  Country,  irx 
this  particular.  But  the  fecret  and  furrep- 
titious  manner  in  which  thefe  refolution* 
have  been  procured,  for  instance,  at  the  end 
of  a  fefiion,  when  the  greateft  part  of  the 
members  were  retired  into  the  country,  and 
thofe  who  remained,  w’ere  the  moft  raw 
and  inexperienced  ;  plainly  proves  that  they 
do  not  contain  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
Countries,  from  which  they  were  fent. 
There  is  one,  in  particular,  that  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  no  more  than  one  fingle 
voice,  and  that,  too,  when  there  were  on- 
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ly  thirty-nine  members  in  the  Affembly,. 
which  was  fcarce  a  third  part  of  the  com¬ 
plete  number. 

But  the  clear  and  almojl  unanimous  refolu- 
tion  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  about 
the  right  of  taxation ,  makes  it  unneceftary 

to  reft  any  longer  upon  this  point :  I  fhall 

% 

come  therefore  to  my  original  purpofe, 
which  was  not  fo  much  to  argue  the  merits 
of  the  cafe,  as  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  Land¬ 
holders  of  Great  Britain,  who  are  more  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned  in  the  determination  of 
this  important  affair.  Confider,  gentle¬ 
men,  the  prelent  fituation  of  this  oppreft 
and  miferable  country.  We  are  loaded 
with  a  debt  of  above  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions;  thirty-two  millions  of  which  were 
expended  in  the  immediate  and  direcft  de¬ 
fence  of  America;  and  forty  millions  more 
in  profecuting  the  mighty  patriot’s  pa¬ 
radoxical  fcherne  of  conquering  America,  in 
Germany.  To  pay  the  intereft  of  this  enor¬ 
mous  debt,  and  provide  for  the  exigencies 
of  government,  every  commodity,  whether 
of  your  own,  or  o  foreign  growth,  every 
article,,  and  necefi'ary  in  life,  is  taxed  to  the 

very 
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very  ut  moft  farthing.  The  poor,  and  labour¬ 
ing  part  of  the  kingdom  are  fcarce  able,  to 
fupply  the  wants,  and  cravings  of  nature 
they  are  fcarce  able,  by  the  moft  painlul  in- 
duftry,  to  procure  even  bread  and  water  for 
their  wretched  families.  Indeed,  gentlemen, 
they  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  do  not  wonder 
that  they  groan  under  the  intolerable  bur¬ 
then.  Suffer  rne  to  call  upon  you  to  fee! 
forThem,  for  Yourfelves,  and  for  yourCoun- 
try  ! — Is  it  equitable,  or  even  juft,  that  this 
kingdom  fhould  pay  the  intereft  of  money, 
which  was  expended  in  the  defence  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ?  Will  you  fubmit  to  tax  your  own  lands , 
to  defray  a  debt,  which  has  not  been  con¬ 
tracted  upon  your  own  accounts ?  Nay,  I  will 
go  further,  and  afk  you  whether  you  can  tax 
the  land  higher  than  at  prefer.tr  Will  it  bear 
an  additional  burden  ?  Does  not  the  price 


of  every  article  in  life,  rife  or  fall,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  price  of  grain  ?  And  can 
you  tax  the  land  higher  without  encreafing 
that?  Neither  is  it  poffible  to  enlarge  the 
Duties,  that  are  laid  on  the  feveral  com¬ 
modities  of  this  kingdom.  Indeed,  they 
are  already  fo  grievous,  and  have  inch  an 
immediate  effed:  upon  our  manufa&uries, 

that 


that  every  nation  in  Europe  can  underwork, 
and  underfell  us,  in  almod  every  article. 
Encreafe,  for  inflance,  the  tax  upon  foap 
or  candles — and  what  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  ?  It  would  not  fall  upon  the  maker, 
but  th zconfumer',  it  would  fall  upon  the  poor 
labouring  man,  upon  the  artificer,  and  the 
mechanic  ;  by  which,  the  price  of  labour 
(that  has  advanced  above  forty  per  cent, 
within  thefe  lad  twenty  years)  mud  necef- 
farily  rife  dill  higher,  and  the  price  of  the 
goods,  which  we  make,  be  encreated  in 
proportion.  The  fame  way  oi  realoning 
will  hold  true,  as  to  every  other  commodi¬ 
ty  ;  the  burdens  upon  which  are  already  too 
enormous,  to  allow  of  the  lead,  the  mi¬ 
nuted  advancement.  Would  any  minider 
in  his  fenfes  dare  to  lay  an  additional  tax 
on  malt,  hops,  cyder,  or  Perry  ?  I  am  in 
doubt  whether  Mr.  Pitt  himfelf,  who  is  the 


bolded  and  mod  defperate  pilot,  that  ever 
deered  the  vedel,  durd  lay  another  additi¬ 
onal  duty  upon  beer,  tho’  it  was  like  the 
lad  to  fave  his  darling  America,  Would 
the  people  fubmit  to  fuch  impofition  with 
patience  ?  Did  tney  receive  the  cyder  tax 
(which  was  in  itfelf,  both  jud  and  reafon- 

able) 


able)  fo  peaceably  and  tamely,  as  to  en- 
courage  us  to  put  upon  their  necks  greater, 
and  more  galling  burthens  ?  Do  they  not 
muimur  and  heave  with  refentment,  at  the 
monflrous  ioad,  under  which  they  at  prefent 
labour  ?  And  are  they  not  ready,  if  a  proper 
channel  was  pointed  out,  to  burft  forth  like 
a  volcano,  and  mark  their  way  with  ruin 
and  devaftion  f  I  am  by  no  means,  a  politi¬ 
cian  gj  a.  gloomy  and  difconfolate  temper, 
though  I  cannot  help  foreboding  the  inevi¬ 
table  deftrudlion  of  my  country,  whenever 
the  people  are  opprefl  by  additional  taxes : 
and  yet  if  we  confider  the  prefent  fituation 
of  our  finances,  they  viujl  be  opprefi  flill 
further,  if  ye  give  to  the  froward  Ameri¬ 
cans.  There  is  no  other  alternative,  you 
muft  either  compel  the  Americans  to 
bear  their  fhare  of  the  burthen  of  go¬ 
vernment,  01  tne  whole  weight  mud  full 
upon  yourfelves.  But  what  reafon  can 
be  afligned  why  they  fhould  be  exempt¬ 
ed  ?  Do  they  not  claim,  and  are  they 
not  entitied  to,  all  the  privileges  of  Bri— 
tiih  fubjects  ?  Are  they  not  part  of  the 
fame  common  conflitution  ?  Do  they  not 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  laws,  and  have  they 
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not  experienced  cur  favour  and  protection  r 
And  what  ?  Are  we  to  groan  under  the 
weight  ct  feventy  millions  or  dcot,  con- 
tradbed  chiefly  on  their  account,  and  they  re- 
fufe  to  lend  a  little  finger  to  cafe  us  ?  The 
lain  queftion  feems  to  he  neither  more,  nor 
;fs  than  this  ;  whether  you  will  enforce  the 
tarop-Acl  (which  the  Colonifts  themfelves 
:arcdv  deny  to  be  an  eafy,  and  equitable 
impofition)  or  by  repealing  it,  give  up  the 
power  of  taxation.  I  do  not  mention  tne 
right  of  taxation,  for  of  what  confequence 
is  that  to  this  kingdom,  unlefs  it  be  exert¬ 
ed  ?  You  may  talk,  harangue,  and  fwag- 

v  * 

g-er  about  it,  as  much  as  you  pieafe  j  but  if 
you  cannot,  or  dare  not,  enforce  it,  I  will 
be  bold  to  fay,  that  it  is  ideal  and  vifionary, 
and  that  youx  give  up  the  Jubjiancr ,  wnilft 
you  grafp  at  a  mere  Jhadow. 

I  have  not  patience  with  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  who,  through  their  ignorance  of 
human  nature,  or  an  untimely  timidity  of 
difpofition,  talk  of  ajeertaining  the  right  of 
taxation,  and  yet  are  for  repealing  the 
Stamp- Adi.  Such  a  fcheme  as  this  is  im- 

poiTible,  in  the  very  nature  of  things ;  and 

to 
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to  attempt  it  will  be  giving  up  both  the 
right  and  the  power ,  in  as  clear  a  manner, 
as  faBs  are  more  exprefs,  and  indifputable, 
than  words.  Is  it  credible  that  the  Colo¬ 
nies  will  fubmit  to  any  future  impofitionj 
when  they  have  found,  by  joyful  experi¬ 
ence,  that  they  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
rife  up  in  arms,  and  oppofe  violence  to 
legal  authority  ?  No  !— they  will  infalli¬ 
bly  fhake  off  all  fubjedlion  and  dependance  : 
they  are  now  fecured  by.  our  arms  from  fo-. 
reign,  as  well  as  neighbouring  enemies ; 
and  are  rich  enough  to  live  without  our  af- 
fiftance  ;  and  believe  me,  gentlemen,  they 
will  fhew  it  to  our  forrow  :  if  in  the  pre- 
fent  inflance,  we  palliate  or  temporize,  the 
confequence  will  be,  that  in  a  very  few 
years,  perhaps  in  a  few  months,  they  will 
fet  alide  the  aB  of  navigation,  they  will  pur- 
chafe  what  goods  they  pleafe,  in  what  mar¬ 
kets  they  think  proper,  and  trade  with  Eng¬ 
land,  on  no  other  terms,  than  thofe  of  their 
own  impofing.  Indeed,  it  implies  an  ab- 
furdity  to  fuppofe  only  the  contrary — for 
who  can  imagine  that  a  fet  of  men  will 
fubmit  to  pay  five  and  twenty,  or  thirty 
per  cent,  more  for  goods,  than  they  could 
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purchafe  them  for  elfewhere,  when  they 
have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  deny  and  refift 
your  authority  ?  What  will  it  lignify  that  by 

a  formal  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  C - , 

or  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  you  afcertain 
the  right  of  taxation  ?  Your  power  is  merely 
fpeculative,  and  your  dominion  over  them 
exifts  only  in  theory  :  for  as  to  the  aftual 
and  praftical  part  of  it,  you  give  it  up, 
whenever  you  repeal  the  aB ;  a  compliance 
with  which  ought  to  be  made  the  teft  of 
their  obedience,  as  it  is  of your  fovereignty. 

Dangerous  and  inconfiffent  as  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  a  celebrated  commoner  has  been, 
upon  this  occafion  (and  furely  it  is  fub- 
verfive  of  all  order  and  government,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  is  repugnant  to  the 
very  principles  of  reafon,  juftice,  and 
the  law  of  nations)  I  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  it  lefs  abfurd  -  and  pernicious,  upon 
the  whole,  than  this  fhuffiing,  prevari¬ 
cating  and  temporizing  fcheme  of  the  pre- 
fent  miniftry.  To  adopt  Mr.  Pitt’s  idea, 
might  be  imputed,  by  the  Colonifts,  to  a 
tendernefs  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  .people,  which  inclines  the  Bntifh  le- 

giflature. 
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gifiature,  in  a  point  that  carries  with  it  the 
leaft  fhadow  of  ambiguity,  rather  to  cede 
from  their  own  power,  than  to  trefpafs,  in 
the  flighted;  degree,  upon  the  Liberties  of 
the  fubjedt.  Such  indulgence  as  this  might 
poflibly  (but  how  dangerous  to  put  it  to 
the  tryal  ?)  work  upon  their  gratitude,  and 
make  them,  for  the  future,  as  cautious  of 
offending,  as  they  fee  Britain  is  of  tyran¬ 
nizing  and  lording  it  over  them.  But  how 
differently  will  they  reafon,  if  tire  Right 
of  ‘Taxation  is  afcertained,  and  the  Stamp- 
Adt  repealed  ?  Is  not  this  fhewing  that  you 
have  the  Right,  and  yet  are  afraid  to  exert 
it  ?  Is  it  not  pajjing  Sentence  upon  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  for  their  revolt  and  fediticn,  without 
daring  to  put  it  into  execution  t  Have  you 
any  claim,  in  this  cafe,  upon  their  Grati¬ 
tude  ?  Certainly  not :  for  they  will  think 
themfelves  as  effentiaily  aggrieved  by  the 
Right  of  Taxation  being  aficrted,  as  if  they 
had  been  actually  taxed ;  and  will  impute 
it  not  to  your  Lenity.,  but  to  your  Fear, 
that  they  are  not. 

Enough,  gentlemen,  has  been  laid,  to 
prove  the  necejfty  of  enforcing  the  Stamp- 
.  v  Adi, 
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Adi,  unlefs  you  will  fubmit  to  ta X yourf elves 
for  what  has  been  expended  upon  America . 
It  is  plain,  from  the  violent  and  licentious 
papers,  that  every  day  crawl  from  the  prefs 
in  their  favour,  that  matters  are  carried  to 
fuch  a  height,  as  to  make  force  and  power 
indifpenfably  requifite.  There  is  no  reafon- 
ing  with  a  fpirit  of  fedition  heated  into  a 
delirium.--- You  mud  either  fupport  your 
right  over  the  Colonies  by  vigorous  mea¬ 
sures,  or  fubmit  to  lofe  it,  by  acting  with 
tamenefs  and  timidity.  This  is  the  very 
crifis,  that  mud  determine  the  fate  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  whether  (he  is  to  be  fubjedt  to  Great 
Britain,  or  free  and  independent.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  we  have  it  in  our 
power  to  reduce  her  to  temper  and  rea- 
fon,  though  ilie  may,  for  a  time,  conti¬ 
nue  wayward  and  refradtory.  She  cannot 
do  without  fome  ol  our  commodities,  when 
her  prefent  flock  is  exhaufted  :  and  though 
our  trade  may  duffer  for  a  feafon,  by  thefe 
uniiappy  diflurbances,  yet  it  will  infallibly 
recover,  and  flourish  perhaps  afterwards 
wit!)  greater  vigour.  It  is  a  fallacious  ar¬ 
gument,  which  fome  perfons  have  advanc¬ 
ed,  that  tiie  prejent  decreaje  of  our  Ameri¬ 
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can  trade,  is  entirely  owing  to  their  refent- 
ment  and  indignation,  on  account  of  the 
Stamp  ASl •  That  tms  may  have  had  fome 
influence  towards  diminifhing  it,  I  will  not 
deny  but  that  it  is  the  foie  caufe,  is  un¬ 
true,  as  any  one  may  perceive,  by  confult- 
ing  the  Cuflom-Houfe  books,  which  prove 
that  the  decreale  of  our  trade  began,  before 
the  Stamp-A£t  was  ever  thought  cf.  In¬ 
deed,  there  are  many  concurring  reafons  to 
be  produced,  which  contribute  to  this  dif- 
agreeable  circumftance.  There  are  at  pre¬ 
sent  in  America  fifty  thoufand  perfons  fewer, 
and  a  million  and  an  half  of  money  lefs, 
than  auring  the  late  war  :  her  markets  too 
are  overftocked  with  our  commodities  ;  bc- 
fides  which,  a  fhameful  and  illicit  trade  is 
carried  on  thither,  from  different  parts  of 
Europe.  It  is  to  extend  this  illicit  trade, 
and  to  throw  off  the  Acl  of  Navigation, 
that  the  Colonies  are  now  in  a  date  of  up¬ 
roar  and  fedition.  Here  they  are  galled-— 
here  it  is  that  the  fhoe  pinches :  let  this 
little  circumftance  be  removed,  this  tnfgnt — 
ficant  Acl  of  Parliament  be  repealed,  and  I 
will  engage  for  the  Americans,  that  they 
fhall  pay  the  Stamp-Duty  with  the  utmofl 


chearfulnefs.  Though  they  are  now  fro- 
ward  and  tetchy,  give  them  hopes  of  this, 
and  they  will  be  all  duty  and  obedience. 
Like  Regan  and  Goneril,  they  will  coax 
their  good  old  Parent,  ’till  we  have  given 
the  ftaff  out  of  our  own  hands,  and  then 
they  will,  very  probably,  lay  it  about  our 
fhoulders.  In  fhort,  while  Britain  afferts 
her  privileges,  and  maintains  her  authority, 
fhe  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  licentious 
behaviour  of  the  Colonifts ;  but  die  will 
have  reafon  to  dread  the  day,  when,  en¬ 
courag’d  by  her  indulgence,  they  lay  a  fide 
their  lubjedion.  Whenever  that  unhappy 
period  arrives,  how  applicable  to  her  will 
be  the  following  words,  which  the  Fool 
ufes  to  poor  old  Lear,  “  Thou  waft  a  pretty 
“  fellow,  when  thou  hadft  no  need  to  care 
**  for  her  frowning :  now  thou  art  an  O 
“  without  a  figure.” 


